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SUBJECT: PUNTARENAS - PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE 
REF: STATE 240792, SAN JOSE 2175 OF 6/15/73 

1. SUMMARY. FOUR MAJOR SHIPPING CONFERENCES HAVE PLACED 
SURCHARGES ON VESSELS CALLING AT PUNTARENAS DUE TO HEAVY 
PORT CONGESTION CAUSED BY INADEQUATE FACILITIES. PLANS TO 
ALLEVIATE THIS CONGESTION CALL FOR IMPROVEMENT OF PORT 
FACILITIES AT PUNTARENAS AND NEARBY PUNTA MORALES AND THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A MAJOR NEW PORT AT CALDERA. SIGNIFICANT 
RELIEF IS NOT, HOWEVER, IN SIGHT UNTIL THE BEGINNING OF 

1976 AT THE EARLIEST. END SUMMARY. 

2. PUNTARENAS PORT OFFICIALS HAVE CONFIRMED THAT THE LATIN 
AMERICAN/PACIFIC COAST STEAMSHIP CONFERENCE INCREASED ITS 
PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE APPLICABLE TO PUNTARENAS TO 

25 PERCENT AS OF OCTOBER 19. OTHER CONFERENCES WHICH APPLY A PORT 
CONGESTION SURCHARGE TO PUNTARENAS ARE: THE ATLANTIC AND 
GULF WEST COAST OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO CONFERENCE, 

WITH A SURCHARGE OF $10 PER TON; THE WITTASS CONFERENCE, 

WITH TWO SURCHARGES, ONE OF 10 PERCENT AND ANOTHER OF $2 A TON; 
AND THE JAPAN/LATIN AMERICAN SHIPPING CONFERENCE, WHICH 
RAISED ITS SURCHARGE FROM $5 TO $8 A TON AS OKFSEPTEMBER 26. 
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3. WAITING TIME VARIES GREATLY AT PUNTARENAS. THE PORT 
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CAPTAIN INFORMED 

AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT HE HAS KNOWN OF 
SHIPS WHICH WAITED UP TO EIGHT OR EVEN TWELVE DAYS 
ALTHOUGH THIS SEEMS TO BE THE EXTREME CASE. ONE OF THE 
MAJOR PROBLEMS IS THE LIMITED CAPACITY OF THE PIER. CUR- 
RENTLY, ONLY TWO SHIPS CAN BE BERTHED AT THE PIER AT THE 
SAME TIME, AND ONLY ONE OF THESE TWO CAN BE A LARGE VESSEL, 

I.E. 550 FEET AND LONGER, THE OTHER MUST BE UNDER EITHER 
480 OR 430 FEET, DEPENDING ON CURRENTS. AS A CONSEQUENCE, 
WHENEVER A LARGE GRAIN VESSEL IS TIED UP, BECAUSE OF THE 
TIME INVOLVED IN UNLOADING AND TAKING ON NEW CARGO, OTHER 
LARGE VESSELS CAN BE DELAYED FROM DOCKING FOR A CONSIDERABLE 
PERIOD. SOME MINOR ALLEVIATION OF THIS PROBLEM IS PROVIDED 
BY THE USE OF LIGHTERS USED TO OFFLOAD CARGO FROM BOATS 
OUT IN THE HARBOR. THE PORT HAS 9 LAUNCHES AND 2 TOW BOATS. 

4. PLANS TO ALLEVIATE CONGESTION CALL FOR THE EXPANSION OF 
EXISTING FACILITIES AT PUNT ARENAS, THE EQUIPPING OF THE 
SMALLER PORT OF PUNTA MORALES TO HANDLE SUGAR AND, PERHAPS, 
BULK GRAIN VESSELS AND THE CONSTRUCTIN OF A NEW PORT SOUTH 
OF PUNTARENAS AT CALDERA. PLANS FOR PUNTARENAS CALL FOR 
EXTENDING THE PIER BY CHANGING IT FROM AN "L" TO A "T" 

SHAPE AND THUS MAKING ROOM FOR TWO ADDITIONAL BERTHS FOR 
LARGE VESSELS. THE EXTENSION COULD BE COMPLETED BY THE 
END OF 1975. PUNTA MORALES IS SCHEDULED TO BECOME THE 
PRINCIPAL SUGAR LOADING PORT BY APRIL OR MAY OF 1975 
AND IT MAY ALSO BE USED BY BULK GRAIN CARRYING VESSELS. 

EVEN IF LIMITED TO SUGAR LOADING, THIS SHOULD HELP 
ALLEVIATE CONGESTION AS SOME 80,000 TONS OF SUGAR A YEAR 
ARE CURRENTLY BEING LOADED AT PUNTARENAS. THE MOSHR 
AMBITIOUS PROJECT CALLS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW 
MODERN PORT AT CALDERA. THE INITIAL PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION, 
WHICH MAY BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF 1975 IF ALL 
GOES WELL, CALLS FOR THE BUILDING OF A BREAKWATER WHICH 
WILL START A CONVEYOR BELT TO BE USED BY GRAIN-CARRYING 
VESSELS. TWO TO THREE ADDITIONAL BERTHS FOR REGULAR CARGO 
VESSELS ARE SCHEDULED TO BE BUILT DURING THIS FIRST PHASE 
OF CONSTRUCTION. EVENTUALLY CALDERA WILL BECOME THE MAIN 
PACIFIC PORT AND OPERATIONS AT PUNTARENAS WILL BE PHASED 
OUT. THIS, HOWEVER, WILL NOT OCCUR FOR SEVERAL YEARS AND, 
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SERIOUS CONGESTION SHOULD CONTINUE TO EXIST, AT LEAST, 

THROUGH 1975. 

LANE 
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